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ABSTRACT

Most contemporary architectural and urban debates have overlooked, if not diminished, the critical character of
aesthetics as branch of philosophy and mediator of our social interactions. Urban transformations entail social,
economic, environmental, political, technological, psychological, and aesthetics changes. Thus, the ubiquity of
aesthetics demands more sophisticated critical methods to counter the pragmatism and technocratic
approaches within contemporary design practices. But the urgency to tackle the challenges of urbanization has
condemned the critical framework that aesthetics provides to oblivion within design. In contrast, this text situates
aesthetics at the center of contemporary urban debates and defends its analytical power to tackle the challenges
of urbanization, such as climate change, social inequity, and migration crises.
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